News In Brief
Williamson Park “Dogs on
Leads” Consultation
City council officers are still considering
the responses. No changes to the
current rules are intended in the near
future.

Internet of Bins
The amount of rubbish in litter bins in
the city centre can now be monitored in
real time, thanks to a trial of smart-bin
technology. This will enable bins to be
emptied when they need to be, rather
than on a set rotation. The aim is both to
reduce the cost of collections, and avoid
overflowing bins.

Dog Fouling
There have been complaints about dog
fouling in the alley ways of Elgin St and
Dunkeld Street on Moorlands, which
have been reported to the City Council
by Councillors.

Bowerham Garage
Enforcement
The local planning authority have now
confirmed that a planning enforcement
will be served upon the owner of
Bowerham Garage imminently. This
notice will require the current building
on the site to be demolished.
The
council is expecting a new planning
application for the site to be submitted
shortly.

Wellington Road Garages
After problems with parking at the
garages on Wellington Road, “no
parking” signage has been installed by
the City Council to prevent residents
having problems accessing their cars.

New Life for BHS?
Work has started on redeveloping the
former British Home Stores building on
Market Street. The owners want to
improve its appearance, and enable it
to be divided into four shop units.

Farewell B&Q
Demolition of the former B&Q is
underway. The new Aldi is expected to
open at the end of July 2020.

Weeds, Fly-Tipping and Rats
Several reports of fly tipping, weeds,
overgrown hedges and rats in streets
and alley ways have been reported to
the City Council by Councillors after
complaints from residents.

Green View

News and Views from the Green Party in John O’Gaunt Ward

City Council’s
Climate Action
Plan Published
Lancaster City Council has published the
first stage of its Climate Emergency
Action Plan, to reduce its own carbon
emissions to net zero by 2030. Actions
include building solar farms at Salt Ayre
leisure centre and tip, electrifying the
Council’s vehicle fleet, and moving away
from gas for heating buildings. Further
stages of the plan will look at Council
housing and how the Council can
influence wider change across the
district. There are plans to set up a
‘Citizen’s Jury’ on this topic in early 2020.

Potholes etc
Potholes and other road problems can
be reported at:
www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parkingand-travel/report-it/
The Friends of De Vitre Gardens has a
fun family-friendly tree planting event
on Saturday 30th November, from
9.30am until 12.30pm. All equipment
will be provided, and drinks and snacks
halfway through. Everyone is welcome!
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Cllr Caroline Jackson
Green MP candidate for
Lancaster & Fleetwood

Caroline’s
Standing for
Parliament
Caroline Jackson is your Green Party
candidate in the upcoming General
Election.

De Vitre Gardens Update

John O’Gaunt ward contact Jamie Melly 07516642902 jamiemelly@cantab.net
Castle Ward Cllr Paul Stubbins 01524 807175 pstubbins@lancaster.gov.uk
County Cllr Gina Dowding Gina.Dowding@lancashire.gov.uk
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She said “I have lived in Lancaster for
25 years. Following my career in
teaching, I have been working hard
as
a
charity
volunteer,
an
environmental campaigner and as
your elected City Councillor for Bulk
Ward. As your MP I promise to fight
for a fairer society and a rapid
transition to a low-carbon economy
that works
for everyone.”
February
2019

Uni says more than Enough Student
Accommodation in City Centre
Lancaster University made the statement in commenting on a planning
application for a new block of student rooms at 106 St. Leonardgate. The
University wrote that, 'the market is currently at saturation point for the current
academic growth on campus.'
There are around a thousand more rooms under construction and planning
applications continue to be made for conversion of buildings to student
accommodation.

Students’ Union Announces Closure of Sugar House
Night Club – then Student Outcry Leads to Review
Lancaster University Students' Union has reportedly suspended talks with a
developer over the possible sale and redevelopment of the site. A student
referendum is now going to be held.

Developers
Statements

to

be

Asked

for

Energy

Further to work by Green Cllr Tim Dant, proposals for ten or
more homes will be asked to show how their developments will save and
generate energy under a scheme out for consultation by Lancaster City Council.
“Until the government changes the law, we can’t insist on extra measures to
tackle climate change, but we can at least ask developers whether they will be
using higher insulation standards, triple glazing, solar panels or heat pumps”
said Councillor Dant, who is a member of the Planning and Highways Regulatory
Committee.

Back Alley Weeding

Cllr Abi Mills worked with residents of
Victoria Avenue, St Paul’s Road and
Cheltenham Road to clear the alley ways of
weeds. Abi said; “This was a great
community event, if you would like help
organising a weeding clear up in your area,
please get in touch with your ward contact.”

Dorrington Bridge Litter
Pick
Cllrs Abi Mills & Joanna Young organised a litter
pick behind houses on Dorrington and have
applied for some funding for bulb and small
trees to be planted and bird boxes to be
installed.

News from Gina Dowding, your Green MEP
“The core role of an MEP is working on legislation.
I represent the Greens on the Transport and Tourism;
Foreign Affairs; and Industry, Energy and Research
committees. My report on The Green New Deal in the
North West lays out a transition to a low carbon economy,
creating thousands of jobs in green industries, warm home
renovations, public transport and renewable energy. Please
see my website for the report and other news
at: www.ginadowding.org.uk”

No 18 Bus Service – Use it or Risk Losing it
Stagecoach has reported that passenger numbers had increased by more than a third in
the 5 months up to September compared to the same period in 2018, but as far as we
understand, the service is not yet breaking even and the subsidy is due to run only to
the end of March 2020. The council is looking to promote visits to Williamson Park via
the 18 bus.”

Belle Vue Terrace needs Improvements
Over thirty residents at Belle View Terrace
have asked for a tidy-up of the planting by
the A6. Scotforth West Green Councillors
contacted officers at the council about
improving this area and officers have
additionally agreed to repair damaged
railings and to repaint double yellow lines on
the north end of the Terrace so that
residents can turn safely onto Greaves Road.

Surface Water Flooding
Cllr Joanna Young recently attended the South Lancaster Flood Action group to find out
more about how flooding affects residents. Joanna said: “It’s important that drains are
kept clear at this time of year. If you see leaves on a drain and you can clear it, please do
and if you see a blocked drain that isn’t working, you can report it to Lancashire County
Council online at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it”

More Plastics in Kerbside Recycling
We are delighted that the City Council can now collect plastic
yogurt pots, margarine tubs and meat trays via your kerbside
box for recycling, along with plastic bottles. All items must be
clean!

The three types of plastic
that can now go in your
recycling bin/boxes

