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Greens’ dismay at council vote for new town
Lancaster’s Greens are dismayed that a 
majority of city councillors voted for 
building a new town (the size of Kendal) 
on fields between Lancaster and 
Galgate. The City and County Councils 
have accepted £140m Government 
funding towards the cost of building a 
spine road to serve the town and a 
linking Galgate bypass to join the M6 at 
Junction 33. Actual build costs are not 
yet contracted but the £140m is 
conditional on delivering more than 
9,000 new houses. All Labour 
councillors and most Independents 
voted for the plan in August. Greens, 

Eco-Socialists and some Conservative 
councillors voted against. 

Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox said:“The 
confidential legal agreement creates major 
financial risks for both City and County 
councils because of uncertainty over 
infrastructure costs and over the viability of 
building the new town. When we need new 
ways to address the shortage of affordable 
housing and to reduce the district’s carbon 
footprint, this project is sadly business-as-
usual – but at scale. Greens will now do 
what we can to mitigate the effects of the 
decision.” 
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Now is the time to join the Greens: join.greenparty.org.uk

Cllrs lead call to save Britannia
Hundreds of residents have objected to a 
planning application to convert the 
Britannia pub on Ullswater Road to student 
accommodation. The decision is due to be 
made at planning committee, but not 
before 8th November. Cllr Jack Lenox said: 
“One of the the most compelling objections 
was from a widely respected operator of 
town centre pubs who set out how the Brit 
could and should be a profitable, viable 
business.” Green Cllr Jack led campaign with County

Cllr Lizzi Collinge and local residents

Councillors Tim Hamilton-Cox, Caroline Jackson and Jack Lenox



Report released on Storm Desmond city centre flood

Bulk Ward Green Councillors have been 
working with police and council officers to 
end the numerous incidents of criminal 
damage and antisocial behaviour that have 
occurred at the woods at Newton Beck. 
People have been filmed deliberately 
cutting down trees and causing damage to 
the area, which includes protected ancient 
grassland. The area has also been 
damaged by motorbikes and quad bikes 
that gain access and use parts of the 
woods as a racetrack.

Cllr Jack Lenox is working with residents 
and council officers to establish a friends 
group for the woods. If you would like to 
help, contact Jack.

A long-awaited report into the December 
2015 flooding has been made available to 
the public. A report in 2016 had already 
established that the major contributor to 
the city centre flooding was surface water 
run-off, not the river over-topping.

The new report says that with the intense 
rainfall: ‘…urban drainage networks were 
overloaded, with local topography and high 
levels in the River Lune causing tide locked 
culverts, leaving nowhere for the water to 
go... ultimately causing the flooding within 
the City centre.’

Seven potential options for slowing or 
reducing surface water flows into the city 
centre are listed, including retro-fitting 
sustainable urban drainage systems 
(SuDS) in green spaces to the east of the 
city centre; and introducing pocket parks 
on brownfield sites.

Lancashire County Council subsequently 
commissioned the ‘Lancaster City Surface 
Water Management Report and Action 
Plan’. The report can be accessed on our 
website.

Recycle more & fund charities
Bay Area Recycling, run by local 
resident volunteers, provides drop-off 
points for a range of packaging not 
collected by the Council. A small 
donation to local charities for each 
batch received. For more info and drop-
off points see:
facebook.com/bayarearecycle or 
www.bayarearecycling.org.uk 

Some Co-op stores eg Quernmore Rd 
now accept plastic bags, wrappers, film 
and batteries. 

Superdrug in St Nic’s Arcade collects 
tablet blister packs.

Stopping criminal damage at Newton Beck
Bulk Ward’s Green Cllrs joined wildflower planting efforts at Miss Whalley’s Field



A new climbing wall for Green Ayre

The City Council is set to install a new 
climbing wall made from leftover materials 
from the redeveloped flood defences at 
Green Ayre, the area near Sainsbury’s 
which currently includes a skatepark. 
Thanks to Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox’s 

Green Councillor Jack to cycle to Cop26

Cllr Jack Lenox with student councillors
from Cathedral Catholic Primary School

Green Cllr Jack Lenox will be cycling his 
cargo bike to Glasgow’s international 
climate talks in November, as part of the 
Ride the Change initiative, taking 
messages from local school children.

Cllr Caroline Jackson said: “It is vital that 
all nations take the urgent action needed 
to phase out fossil fuels and prevent a 
climate catastrophe.”

In Lancaster a People’s Parade for Climate 
Action will be held on Saturday 30th 
October starting at 1pm in Dalton Square.

A nationwide #ClangForClimate on 
Saturday October 30th is being called at  

6pm to sound the alarm about the need for 
action now. 

Church-based climate campaigners have 
initiated a “Ring Out for Climate”  with 
church bells ringing at the same time.

New housing plans put yet more pressure on roads
Story Homes has applied to build up to 167 
houses either side of Grab Lane, and 
Bellway has followed with an application 
for 151 houses off Quernmore Road 
opposite Daisy Bank.

Green Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox commented: 
“I have asked for a meeting with officers to 
discuss how to mitigate the traffic impacts 
on Quernmore Rd and through Freehold. 

“Prospects for resisting the applications 
are made very difficult because the council 

does not have a five-year housing land 
supply. That is, a pipeline of deliverable 
(within five years) housing permissions 
across the district which matches the 
targets set in the Local Plan. Greens have 
long argued that the housing targets are 
too high to be achievable, which is why we 
voted against the Local Plan.”

Greens will be hosting a public meeting 
about this online in due course.

persistence, the County Council are finally 
removing the construction compound from 
the site.

A consultation is under way for how 
residents would like the area to develop. 
Cllr Jack Lenox said: “We want to see 
more facilities for teenagers. I would love 
to see a pump track added to the site.”



Get in touch
Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox
thamiltoncox@lancaster.gov.uk

07894 587927

Cllr Caroline Jackson
cjackson@lancaster.gov.uk

07958 434549

Cllr Jack Lenox
jlenox@lancaster.gov.uk

01524 881590

NorthlancS.greenparty.org.uk

News in brief
Green Energy in
Council Buildings
Lancaster City Council has been awarded 
£150,000 to find new low-carbon 
solutions for all the council’s key 
buildings. This follows the success of the 
Salt Ayre Leisure Centre installing air 
source heat pumps, and a solar farm to 
remove onsite CO2 emissions. Salt Ayre 
will be one of the first leisure centres in 
the UK to be net zero carbon. Cllr 
Caroline Jackson said: “We are leading 
the way in making Council buildings fit 
for a low-carbon future.”

Weedy streets – have your say
The County Council is receiving more complaints then ever this year about street 
weeds. Cllr Dave Brookes said: “We have put information on the Green Party website 
about the challenges, plus a survey - we would like to hear your views.”

New hospitals update
NHS managers (Lancashire and South Cumbria) now have a list of options on how to 
use the Government’s New Hospitals funding to improve hospital facilities across the 
region. County and City Cllr Gina Dowding said: “Like many residents, I believe the 
best option is for Lancaster to keep its local hospital. We will make that point strongly 
at every opportunity.”  For more information and to give feedback see:
newhospitals.info/your-stories/progress

Gregson Centre reopens under new management
The Gregson Community Association is directly managing the Gregson Centre for the 
first time. It has reopened the centre from Thursday to Saturday, from 5pm to 11pm, 
and is planning to fully reopen over the next few months. Cllr Jack Lenox, who serves 
on the charity’s board, said: “It’s such a delight to see the Greggy back up and 
running. A huge community effort has helped make this possible.”

Cllr Caroline Jackson, the Green
Leader of Lancaster City Council

Printed on 100% recycled paper by Rap Spiderweb, Clowes Street, Hollinwood, Oldham OL9 7LY. Promoted on behalf of North Lancs Green Party by Anne Chapman, c/o 12A Derwent Road, Lancaster LA1 3ES.


