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The Green Party has been well represented on
Lancaster City Council for 20 years.
Here are some of our recent achievements and
future priorities for making the Lancaster District a
wonderful place to live, work, study and visit.
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Greens were first elected to Lancaster City Council in 1999.
Since then there has always been a significant group of
elected Greens in Lancaster, such as the eight most recent
councillors pictured here. We have a dynamic Green team
standing in the 2019 elections, including the candidates
pictured overleaf.
We are proud of the positive impact that Green Councillors
have had in the Lancaster District over the last 20 years.
If you like what we do, please vote for us, display a ‘Vote
Green’ poster – and consider joining us and getting involved!
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GREENING THE LANCASTER DISTRICT:
6 KEY THEMES
• Urgent action on the climate emergency
• Green spaces for people, wildlife and food growing
• Supporting local communities and tackling poverty
• Enabling small businesses, tourism and culture to thrive
• Cosy and affordable homes - in the right places!
• A transport system for clean air and safe streets
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urgent action on the climate emergency
#GREENVISION
We need to phase out fossil fuels and shift to clean renewable
energy as quickly as possible, to avoid catastrophic climate
breakdown.
This is an emergency. There is so much at stake; the continuation of
our civilisation, and the survival of many other species, which are
already disappearing at an alarming rate due to global warming,
habitat loss, pollution and over-exploitation.
Solutions are available; but we need politicians, businesses and the
public to work together to make the big changes that are needed –
e.g. to how we travel, produce food, generate electricity, keep warm,
and use precious resources.

#GREENpriorities
Continue to campaign for fracking to be banned. Fracking –
blasting water, sand and chemicals deep underground in order
to extract methane (a fossil fuel) - is harmful to health and the
environment, and has been banned in many other countries.
Localise renewable energy production – for example, by building
solar farms at the Salt Ayre former landfill site and Middleton.
Campaign for more vegetarian and vegan food to be available in
schools and other institutions.
Push for waste reduction by promoting alternatives to
disposable packaging, reusing materials, and recycling them as a
last resort.
Campaign for a massive programme of home insulation.

Four local Green
Party women took a
boat (called Fracky
McFrackface) to
a fracking site
near Blackpool, to
highlight the link
between fossil fuels,
climate change and
flooding.

#GREENactions
We highlighted Labour’s lack of urgency on climate change and
argued for the Council to aim for zero carbon emissions by 2030
(rather than 2050).
We argued for the most energy efficient ‘Passivhaus’ design for
buildings on Council land, and higher energy standards for all new
housing.
Greens led the way in getting solar energy panels installed on public
buildings such as Salt Ayre sports centre and council housing.
Green councillors have supported the anti-fracking protests at Preston
New Road near Blackpool, and been arrested for taking non-violent direct
action to protect local communities from the harm caused by fracking.
Cllr Gina Dowding set up and chaired a County Council committee
aiming to phase out single-use plastics.
Martin Paley is a co-director of Precious Plastic Lancaster - aiming
to educate people to recognise how fantastic and destructive plastic can
be, through hands-on experiences creating valuable recycled products.
Lucie Carrington runs The Herbarium - Lancaster’s first fully vegan café.

Green spaces for people, wildlife and food-growing

#GREENVISION
Everyone should live within easy walking distance of at least one
park and other public spaces for relaxing, playing and growing food.
Clean, green and safe urban spaces have positive effects on mental
and physical health; investment in them will reduce strain on the NHS.
We must also make space to encourage biodiversity so that other
species - including bees which pollinate our crops - can thrive in our
shared world.

Greens have organised
several big clean-ups
of the Lune Estuary,
collecting tens of bags
of plastic litter each
time, to prevent harm to
wildlife.

#GREENpriorities
Improve our existing parks, play areas, and open spaces, and
protect them from development.
Ensure that all new developments include plenty of high quality
green spaces, including trees and wildflower meadow areas.
Encourage local food-growing initiatives such as FarmStart,
allotment sites, urban farms and community gardens.

Tim Dant and Cllr Abi
Mills organised planting
of 60 trees in the new
community orchard at
De Vitre Gardens on
Ashton Road.

Cllr Jon Barry has led the
campaign to save Freeman’s
Wood – a large area of
woodland, scrub and open space
on the Marsh, where developers
want to build 250 houses.

#GREENactions
Green councillors have organised many local litter-picks, bulb- and
tree-planting initiatives, and wildlife-friendly projects.
Greens set up and led ‘Friends of …’ groups such as Aldcliffe Road
Triangle, Greaves Park, Dorrington Woods, and De Vitre Gardens.
Cllr Jon Barry and Mandy Bannon have worked hard to preserve
Freeman’s Wood as a local green space for wildlife and recreation.
Cllr Caroline Jackson set up the Claver Hill agricultural co-operative
on the Ridge, enabling community food-growing.
Greens have supported the Scotch Quarry Village Green and edible
garden project.
Cllr Abi Mills helped to create the play area in Greaves Park and
improve the play area on Dorrington Road.
Cllr Jon Barry helped to build an outdoor gym on Coronation Field.

Supporting local communities and tackling poverty

#GREENVISION
Supporting local community groups is at the heart of what we do.
Green councillors are involved in many voluntary organisations as
trustees, helping them to access funding and other resources.
Working with the voluntary sector helps us to gain the knowledge
and understanding to be effective community representatives.
Green councillors helped
to set up and run the
Friendship Centre in the
Baptist Church on Robert
Street. It offers activities
for older people (over 55s)
three mornings per week.

#GREENpriorities
Provide more activities and spaces for young people - e.g. through
community centres and sports and arts organisations.
Alleviate poverty whilst challenging the Government to ensure that
people’s basic needs are met without having to resort to food banks and
rough sleeping.
Build more social rented housing to reduce waiting lists and make
housing affordable for more people.
Tackle homelessness through supporting organisations that help
people to access accommodation and other services to overcome
underlying problems that can lead to homelessness.
Support vital community centres such as those on the Marsh and
Ridge, and Dallas Road Boys & Girls Club.

Greens raised the funds to build
the Marsh Community Centre in
2003, and Cllr Jon Barry chairs the
board of trustees. The centre runs
daily activities and provides vital
support for people of all ages.

Joanna Young is the chair of
the trustees of Morecambe
Bay Foodbank. Her heartfelt
open letter to MPs about the
impacts of austerity went viral
and made the national news!

#GREENactions
Cllr Caroline Jackson helped to launch the Morecambe Bay Poverty
Truth Commission to give local people a voice in explaining to those in
power how poverty really impacts on them on a daily basis.
Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox chairs the Morecambe Bay Credit Union which
helps people to save money and access small loans safely.
Green councillors have ensured that the poorest people in the
Lancaster District do not have to pay any Council Tax.
Cllr Caroline Jackson helped to bring the FairShare project to
Lancaster, redistributing waste food from supermarkets via local food
projects such as the one at Ridge Community Centre.
Green councillors worked with the Musicians’ Co-op to enable them
to remain in the Council-owned building on Lodge Street.
Cllr Caroline Jackson chairs Global Link, a development education
charity which provides support to asylum seekers and refugees.

Enabling small businesses, tourism and culture to thrive

#GREENVISION
We need a fair and sustainable local economy where wealth is
shared equitably, with meaningful work and opportunities for
everyone.
The arts, tourism and independent shops are all strengths of our
district and must be supported.
We want to see real public participation in the design of major
regeneration schemes, to ensure that they are shaped by the needs
of the local community, not the greed of big corporations.

#GREENpriorities
Support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), market
traders and co-operatives. These create local wealth and jobs, and
better resilience to global economic shocks.
Develop the skills of local people, e.g. by supporting a Building
Trades Academy in partnership with Lancaster & Morecambe College.
Continue to push for a phased, mixed use development for the
Canal Quarter. Popular ideas for the whole site include: social and
affordable housing, an Arts Village, space for digital businesses and
start-ups of all kinds, small retail units and workshops, and high
quality public space.
Planning for Eden North in Morecambe. We support this
potentially transformative project, provided that it is in harmony
with the natural splendour of Morecambe Bay, and does not pose an
unacceptable financial risk to the City Council. We also need to ensure
that visitors to Eden North are strongly encouraged to use sustainable
transport, to avoid Morecambe becoming blighted by too many cars.

#GREENactions
Green councillors successfully argued against a retail-led
development for the Canal Quarter, and persuaded the City Council to
pursue a community-led phased scheme in which the Council retains
control of its land.
Greens have championed superfast broadband and free wifi in
Lancaster City Centre.
Cllr Nick Wilkinson helped to keep the Judges Lodgings museum
open.
Greens were instrumental in stopping the Council from selling off
the Storey Institute in 2006. The Storey is now a thriving hub for creative
industries and public events, and houses the Visitor Information Centre.
Greens have supported local market traders to resist Council
proposals to move them to locations with lower foot-fall.
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Green councillors support creative industries
and arts organisations in the Lancaster District,
just a few of which are pictured here.

Cosy and affordable homes - in the right places!

#GREENVISION
Greens oppose the City Council’s plan to build thousands of new
houses on the countryside south of Scotforth (the proposed Bailrigg
Garden Village).
We need more social and affordable housing that is close to public
transport hubs, shops, workplaces and community facilities – not
more car-dependent suburban sprawl.
Student housing in Lancaster needs to be carefully planned, with
rents that the average student can afford.
Greens have long argued that
Lancaster’s Canal Quarter is an
ideal place to build lots of new
affordable and eco-friendly
homes (instead of more big
chainstores and car parks!)

#GREENpriorities
Build more social and council housing in urban and rural areas, to
reduce long waiting lists.
Ensure sustainability of new homes (e.g. high standards of
insulation, renewable energy, water ef ficiency, etc).
Retrofit older homes to make them much more energy efficient too.
Use previously developed (brownfield) land before releasing greenfield
sites for development. Re-use existing buildings wherever possible.
Reduce flood risk caused by new developments, which can affect
new houses and existing communities. Flood risk must be considered in
strategic land use plans and individual planning applications.

Green councillors were part of the group that created the Lancaster
Cohousing development in Halton. These ‘Passivhaus’ eco-homes
require very little heating, and use renewable electricity generated onsite.

#GREENactions
Greens have consistently argued that the Council’s Local Plan target
for the number of new houses to be built each year is much too high.
We succeeded in getting it reduced, but we continue to push for further
reductions.
Greens have successfully argued for a mix of housing, including
affordable housing for Lancaster’s Canal Quarter.
Green have tabled council motions calling for increased energy
efficiency standards for new homes.
Following Storm Desmond in 2015, Greens have worked on
increasing our resilience to emergencies. Cllr Caroline Jackson chaired
the Flood Resilience Commission, and Cllr Abi Mills set up a Community
Emergency Centre in Scotforth, so that St Paul’s Parish Hall can be used
during a prolonged power cut or other crisis in future.

A transport system for clean air and safe streets

#GREENVISION
We want high quality public transport that is well integrated with
safe walking and cycling routes, giving priority to travel modes that
are healthy and affordable, and that make the most efficient use of
road space.
As more people choose to travel by bus, train, bike or foot, we
will have cleaner air, fewer road deaths and injuries, and much
pleasanter streets in which to live, work, play, shop or travel.

#GREENpriorities
Support the proposed Bus Rapid Transit route between Lancaster
University and Morecambe/Heysham, as well as maintaining and
improving existing bus services in urban and rural areas.
Get sustainable transport planned from the start in new
developments.
Ensure that 20mph speed limits in residential areas are enforced.
Make local roads fit for cycling, ensuring potholes are quickly
repaired and providing better cycle lanes, segregated from traffic where
possible.
Reduce air pollution. Due to high traffic levels, Lancaster city
centre, central Carnforth and the A6 through Galgate are all Air Quality
Management Areas, failing to meet national standards for public
health.
Push for cleaner buses. Retrofit buses with pollution filters and
campaign for electric or hybrid buses to be introduced in Lancaster as
soon as possible.

Lancaster’s first Green Mayor,
Jon Barry, cycled to all his official
engagements. (Other mayors have
always used a chauffeur-driven car.)

Cllr Abi Mills helped to set
up the Lancaster District
Bus Users’ Group

#GREENactions
Paul Stubbins has spearheaded campaigns to improve safety for
cyclists and pedestrians on the A6, south of the Pointer Roundabout, and
to create a traffic-free direct route between Heysham and Lancaster.
Tim Dant is working to establish Aldcliffe Hall Drive as a public right
of way, and has worked on a project to refurbish unwanted bikes and
give them to refugees and asylum seekers in the Lancaster District.
Greens helped to get several electric vehicle charging points installed
in the district, and will press for more.
Councillors Abi Mills and Gina Dowding set up the Lancaster District
Bus Users’ Group to give bus users a strong collective voice. The
group has campaigned against cuts to bus services and for improved
timetables to alleviate overcrowding on some routes.
Cllr Gina Dowding has secured road safety improvements and
resurfacing of roads across the area she represents on the County
Council, which stretches from Cockerham to the City Centre.
Greens have supported several communities across Lancaster to get
residents’ parking schemes implemented where possible.
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www.greenparty.org.uk
Annual membership fee:
£6 (students)
£12 (unwaged or international)
£36 (standard membership = £3 per month

contact us . . .
Please get in touch if you would like to
support us or help to deliver our ward
newsletters
Email: enquiries@northlancs.greenparty.org.uk
Phone: 01524 380169
Website: https://northlancs.greenparty.org.uk
Facebook: Lancaster Green Councillors

Promoted by Anne Chapman, 12A Derwent Rd, LA1 3ES, on behalf of North Lancashire Green Party.
Printed by Leafletfrog Ltd., 38 Britannia Way, Bolton BL2 2HH.

