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City Does Better in Big Freeze!
Green councillors are pleased that 
gritting of footpaths, particularly 
around the city centre, was much 
improved on last winter. Following a 
successful Council resolution calling for 
more grit bins and pavement gritting by 
Green Cllr Melanie Forrest, city and 
county officers were much better 
prepared for the snow this time. 

The City Council’s contribution was to 
provide six workers a day to grit 
footpaths (diverted from services such 
as grounds maintenance where it was 

impossible to work); the County Council 
provided the grit. Lancashire County 
Council also provided several new grit bins 
across the district, including one in Dukes 
Ward at the corner of Regent Street and 
High Street, near Lancaster Girls Grammar 
and Dallas Road Primary School.  
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Will you struggle to pay 
your bills this winter? 

A free LESS Home Energy 
Survey could help you reduce 
your energy use and save 
you money.  
Contact Kathy on 01524 
66100 or kathy@lessuk.org 
for more information. 

 

 



Save our Forests! 
The government is planning a massive 

sell off of our national forests. They 

could be auctioned and fenced off, run 

down, logged or turned into golf 

courses and holiday villages. The 

Government says it wants to raise £3 

billion by selling off 748,000 hectares of 

forest by 2020.  Green Cllr Jude Towers said: 

“One off sales like this don’t do anything to help the budget situation. This is 

simply selling off a tremendous national asset. The forestry commission not 

only harvests wood but it also take part in nature conservation schemes and is 

very good at allowing access for citizens.” 

Renewable Energy at Halton 
Lancaster Co-housing now has planning permission for development of the 

former Luneside Engineering site at Halton (see artist’s impression). The 

houses are expected to use less than a third of the energy of a house built to 

current UK building regulations. 34 homes will be part of the cohousing 

project and 6 will be sold privately. For more details see 

www.lancastercohousing.org.uk 
 

In addition, LESS will be installing 120 photo-voltaic solar panels on an 

adjacent industrial building and people from Halton Community Association 

are working on a Hydro-electricity project on the nearby Forge Weir. 

 

Greens Oppose Nuclear New-build 
At the December Council meeting, Green councillor John Whitelegg proposed 

that the City Council opposes a new nuclear power station at Heysham on the 

grounds that it is costly, high risk and takes us way from renewable options 

especially wave energy and offshore wind that would create far more jobs 

than the nuclear option. The motion was heavily defeated by Labour, Lib Dem 

and Conservative councillors. 

City Centre Planning Round-up 

Tesco Express 
After several attempts, the 

developers of the new Travelodge on 

King St managed to get a condition 

that prevented food retail on the 

ground floor removed, paving the 

way for a Tesco Express to open 

there.   

St Nicholas Arcade 
Permission was granted to St Nicholas 

Arcades to remodel the back of the 

arcade alongside the one-way 

system. This will create a new extra-

large retail unit to be taken by Next, 

but will block the through route for 

pedestrians past Boots and down the 

steps to the one-way system. The 

developers will pay for improvements 

to be made to Frances Passage, 

giving some compensation for the loss 

of the through route. 

 

Victoria Court 
New student accommodation is to be 

built at Victoria Court at the top of 

Penny St. This will involve demolition 

of everything behind the current 

Penny Street façade, blocking up the 

existing windows, punching new 

windows through, and building a 

rectangular two-storey block on top. 

The new building will stretch across 

to Thurnham St and will have a gold-

coloured cladding that will be lit up 

at night. Green Cllr Anne Chapman 

said: “This is going to be a 

controversial development at the 

entrance to the city centre. I voted 

against it because of the design of 

the Penny Street end: it will be a big 

rectangular block plonked down on 

top of the existing building, totally 

out of keeping with the buildings 

next to it.”   

 

What you can do…  

Visit http://saveourforests.co.uk 

Write to your MP at: Eric 

Ollerenshaw, House of Commons, 

London, SW1A 0AA 

eric.ollerenshaw.mp@parliament.uk 

 

Low Carbon Lancaster 
 

7.30 pm Tuesday 8th March 
 Friends Meeting House (near the railway station), Lancaster 

 

Come and hear about the range of low carbon technology 
projects already underway in Lancaster. All welcome. 



Residents Parking Goes Live 
Line markings 
and signage for 
new residents 
parking zones H 
and I have now been installed, and 
are in force from 1st February. Dukes 
Activist Dave Brookes said: 
“Residents can now look forward to 
safer, quieter streets, and take 
comfort from the knowledge that a 
fire engine can get to them should 
it need to.” 

More Space on Queen Street? 
Following a meeting with Green 
councillors, County Council 
engineers have agreed to consult on 
providing additional residents 
parking places on Queen Street. 

King St Crossing 
The second of two new crossings of 
the one-way system was installed 
just before Christmas, completing a 
pedestrian and cycle route across 
the centre of town, via George St 
and Spring Garden St. The traffic 
lights have been phased in with the 
existing crossing near the market so 
will not result in additional hold-ups 
for traffic. 
 

Castle Prison to Close 
Green Councillors have condemned 
the Government’s decision to close 
HMP Lancaster Castle. Cllr Melanie 
Forrest said: “We would of course 
like to see many fewer people in 
prison – but the best way to do this 
is to make sure that prisoners are 
given education and training. And 
this is something that Lancaster 
Castle is excellent at.” 
 

Lancaster Community Car Club 
A group of people involved with 
Transition City Lancaster are 
planning to set up a car club in 
Lancaster.  A car club is where 
ownership of a number of cars are 
shared between the members – so 
you can have access to a car without 
paying the full costs of owning one.  
An added benefit is that it should 
reduce the number of cars we have 
to find space for on our streets.  If 
you are interested in finding out 
more please e-mail 
mike@threefolding.com or phone 
Michael Hallam on 07971 673436. 

Help for Hackneys 
Green councillors John Whitelegg 
and Chris Coates have been working 
to solve a number of problems that 
are making life difficult for hackney 
taxi drivers and owners. Hackney 
taxis are allowed to pick people up 
from taxi ranks or if flagged down in 
the street. The councillors are trying 
to speed up the process of providing 
extra ranks for hackneys at the 
South end of town where there is a 
lot of demand for taxis in the 
evenings. 

 

Councillor Surgeries  
Councillors Anne Chapman, Sam 
Riches and Chris Coates take it in 
turns to offer a drop-in surgery at 
the library on the last Saturday of 
each month, from 10.30am-
11.30pm. Residents can come along 
to discuss any issues that they have 
concerns about, and councillors will 
do their best to help.  
  


