
 



Success for Save Our Buses ! 
Following lobbying and letter writing by many local people 
including County Councillor Gina Dowding, the County Council 
agreed in its budget not to make a blanket cut of all evening and 
Sunday subsidised services. County have agreed to work with 
local communities and bus companies to 'reconfigure' the services 
on a local network basis. We will keep you informed on how to 
get involved.  

 

DeVitre Gardens 
Plans to create a community 
garden on the land south of 
De Vitre House are still subject 
to  finalising  a contract for 
lease of the land between the 
Lancashire Care NHS Trust and 
the North Lancashire 
Community Land Trust.  
Meanwhile local residents 
have met and are in the 
process of forming a 
community association.  
Local neighbour and landscape 
architect David Redmore has 
drawn up some lovely designs 
for the space.  To get involved 
contact 
Carynwillmott@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 



 

Want to get involved? 
We would welcome more people to help 
with Green party activities in your area. 
There are lots of ways to contribute such 
as planning our campaigns, leafleting in 
your area, helping with litterpicks. Please 
contact us! 
 

              
   

 
 

      www.lancastergreenparty.org.uk  

 City Cllr Chris Coates          

    07426 701155           
 

cllrccoates@gmail.com 

County Cllr  
Gina Dowding  
01524 841645  
07838793674   
Gina.dowding@ 
lancashire.gov.uk 



Want to be kept informed? 
Email Cllr Tim Hamilton-Cox 
if you want updates on the 

housing plans 
timhc@gmx.com 

Help for 
Carers 

N-compass 
Carers Point 

provides 
support and 

information for 
carers in 

Lancashire. 
Ring 0345 688 

7113. 

Clear water between Green Party 
policy and the large parties’ 
Local members were at the Green Party’s recent 
national policy making conference in Liverpool. The 
Conference agreed updates to our education policy 
and a campaign to oppose to the proposed trade 
agreement (TTIP) between the EU and the US,  which 
will benefit corporations over ordinary people. The 
Green group in the European Parliament is also 
fighting against it. For more information see 
www.greenparty.org.uk 

Why does Europe matter for a 
greener future?  
Our top two Green candidates 
for the European elections on 
22 May this year, Peter Cranie 
and Gina Dowding (pictured at 
Barton Moss protest in 
January), will  be at a Public 
Meeting, Tues 8th April, 7.30. 
Friend’s Meeting House. All 
welcome. 
 

Greens Condemn District Housing Plans to 
concrete over South Lancaster 
Green Councillors say that the City 
Council’s new local plan will be a 
‘developer’s free-for-all’ and will allow 
wholesale destruction of the 
countryside around Lancaster. Around 
8,000 houses could be planned for 
South Lancaster. The Green party wants   
the provision of social rented housing, to clear the council house waiting list, 
as a focus of housing policy – rather than executive homes on greenfield sites. 

Cllr Jon Barry explained: “Consultants engaged by the city council have 
recommended that it needs to plan to build 610 houses per year, for the next 
20 years. However, in the Green party's view, it is very difficult to predict 
demand for the next year, let alone 20 years. And, if you make different (and 
we'd argue more realistic) assumptions about population growth, job creation 
and household size, then you get a much lower target.” 

There were 2,513 houses built in the ten years from 2002/03 to 2012/13. 
However, now the recommended target is to build more than 6,000 houses 
every 10 years. Lancaster district's population grew by 3,800 in the ten years 
between the 2001 and 2011 censuses. The assumption used in the target 
calculations is that the population will grow by another 20,000 over 20 years. 
 

Council Tax budgets  
City Council: An increase in Council Tax of just under2% was agreed 
(equivalent to 8p a week for a band D taxpayer). The Council had to make 
savings following reduced Government grant of £1.7m. Total City Council 
spend is £18.54m. Green Cllr Chris Coates said: “Our priority was to make 
savings without cutting major services such as cleansing, parks and the CAB”. 
Solar panels on Council buildings will bring in around £55k during their first 
year. We want more ‘invest to save’ projects, and more renewable energy. 
The County Council has also increased Council Tax by 1.99% and had to find 
£300m of savings over the next 3 years. Green County Cllr Gina Dowding said: 
“The Council has mostly done a good job in difficult circumstances. But I was 
unable to support the budget as it included cuts without consultation such as to 
school crossing patrols - and new charges for post-16 Special Educational Need 
and disabilities transport”. 

County Rethinks Disabled Parking 
The County Council will now NOT go ahead with the new Traffic Regulation 
Order for Lancaster’s city centre that would have meant the loss of disabled 
parking spaces behind the museum. They have agreed to carry out further 
consultation with disabled people’s groups before deciding on future traffic 
plans. County Cllr Gina Dowding said: “I welcome the move to reduce traffic in 
the pedestrian zone, but there should be suitable parking places for people with 
severe mobility problems.” 
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OTHER NEWS IN BRIEF

 
Cllr Gina Dowding with Cedar Manor 
award winner Steve Clarke  

Awards for using LESS  
Local community group LESS held 
an award ceremony at the end of 
last year to recognize people in the 
district who had made  
exemplary efforts to cut down 
their energy use. Winners 
included The Borough pub in 
Dalton Square, Halton Mill 
managed workspace and in 
Scotforth the Cedar Manor Flats. 
For more info on the awards and 
to see the films go to: 
www.lessenergy.org.uk 

 

Ripley Heights 
Cllr Gina Dowding has secured 
funding to improve the Ripley 
Heights footpath alongside the 
edge of Haverbreaks from the 
canal leading to Ashton Road. The 
works will aim to make the path 
less slippery and safer for walkers. 
For more info on Gina’s work see: 
Council.lancashire.gov.uk/gdowding. 

Greaves Park cycle route 
proposal withdrawn  
The County Council has withdrawn 
its planning application for a new 
cycle route through the park.  Cllr 
Gina Dowding had expressed 
concern that the proposed path 
was not value for money, added 
little to cycling safety, and was not 
likely to be widely supported by 
local residents.  

Bigger Booths gets nearer 
Sale of the council land at Lawsons 
Bridge to Booths for a bigger store 
has now been given the go ahead 
following the decision not to allow 
Tesco to build another store next 
to it was upheld by the courts.  

 

Bowerham shop eyesore 
Cllr Chris Coates has been trying to 
get to the bottom of what is 
happening to the burnt-out shops 
on Bowerham road – the site was 
boarded up after a call was made 
for an untidy site notice to be 
issued on the site. 

 

Princess Avenue Drop Kerb 
After a request from Gina 
Dowding, a drop curb been put in 
place on Princess Avenue. Now 
Gina is trying to get another drop 
curb at the entrance to the station 
car park on Westbourne Road. 
 

Contact us on any issue 
Cllr Jon Barry 844113 
jon_barry@hotmail.com 
Cllr Melanie Forrest 751717  
melanie.forrest@btinternet.com 
Cllr Tracey Kennedy 64258 
tkennedy@lancaster.gov.uk 
County Cllr Gina Dowding 841645 
gina.dowding@lancashire.gov.uk 



Do you want to help with Green 
Party campaigns in your local 
community? By delivering a few 
leaflets or chatting with people 
on the doorstep you make a real 
difference. To get involved 
contact Sam Riches on 
07866806512 or 
sam_riches@hotmail.co.uk 

Freeman’s Wood art project 
StoreyG2 (formerly Storey Gallery) 
will be running a project about 
land ownership - which will focus 
on Freeman’s Wood as an 
example.  They would like to talk 
to people who have memories of 
this site, hopes for its future, or a 
general interest. Please contact 
StoreyG2 via email: 
info@storeygallery.org.uk or by 
answerphone: 01524 844133 
The Vic 
The Victoria Pub at the corner of 
West Road and Willow Lane has 
been purchased by two Lancaster 
people. Their initial plans are to 
create flats in part of the building 
and use the rest for local 
businesses. 
Anyone for Tennis? 
Lancaster Tennis Club in Lune 
Road is organising a bowls, cricket 
and tennis Junior Fun Day on 
Monday April 14th. Then on Friday 
April 18th, there will be the Club’s  
popular adult round robin 
tournament, starting at 10.30. 
New participants welcome. 
For further information, contact 
Susan Lucas on 07771 734920 or 
susanlucas1950@live.co.uk 
Ripley Heights 
Cllr Gina Dowding has secured 
funding to improve the Ripley 
Heights footpath alongside the 
edge of Haverbreaks from the 
canal leading to Ashton Road. The 

work will aim to make the path less 
slippery and safer for walkers. For more 
information on Gina’s other work see 
Council.lancashire.gov.uk/gdowding. 
Residents’ Parking 
Changes to the existing residents’ 
parking scheme – such as allowing 
limited waiting on Wheatfield Street – 
are due to be advertised in April. 
In brief … 
500 trees have been planted by 
volunteers on the new FLORA land. 
Vegan Fair: Town Hall and Gregson 
Centre, June 7th, 11-7 


